
Hearses and Hand-held Calculators: 

The unlikely connections that shaped 
modern technology and tech-culture
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Altair BASIC

• BASIC – highly coveted because of the “orders 
of magnitude” productivity improvement over 
machine language.  

• Paul Allen and Bill Gates from Seattle, going to • Paul Allen and Bill Gates from Seattle, going to 
Harvard at the time 1975.

• When they learned about the Altair from the 
Popular Electronics article by Les Solomon, 
they decided to make a BASIC for it. – in 4K 
leaving operating space.



•Ed Roberts “[we’ll] ..buy the first guy that shows up with one”.

























Never heard of the MicroPac 80?
• Intel S910 

Processor (8080 
prototype)

• Front panel from 
minicomputer 
diagnostic 

• Teletype I/O and 
Papertape storage
Teletype I/O and 
Papertape storage

• Built-in ROM 
monitor

• Finished 
December 1973

• Sold early 1974
















































